In this last issue of 2018, the five papers all deal with the technologies of water. The first paper deals with mine waste, contamination, and institutional (non)responses in Minnesota. John Baeten discusses how in the early twentieth century, new iron-ore mining and processing technologies created new environmental challenges for Minnesota's iron mining communities. Economic benefits and environmental transformations both emerge from the archival records from the first legal case in Minnesota over surface water pollution from mine waste. Building on the response of communities and their negotiations with mining companies and the state, Baeten ends by showing how local heritage and state organizations remembered and memorialized these mining legacies.
agua, or alcavons. They show why qanat technology promotes new ways of thinking about water provision in dry environments like Southeast Spain.
Together, these essays display the range of archival, physical, geo-spatial, and scientific evidence that can be brought to play in discussions of hydraulic technologies. They remind us that the systems were complex, and that thus observing and understanding them from a distance can introduce many challenges to modern scholars. By tackling economic, legal, socio-political, cartographic, military, and agricultural frameworks, these papers are an important reminder that water technology's history reaches beyond straightforward conversations about technological development and diffusion.
In this last editorial of 2018, we would also like to use the opportunity to thank all our reviewers, who have offered their time, ideas and suggestions for the manuscripts in our journal this year.
